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End of Ideology, End of History, and Clash of Civilizations

End of Ideology

Coald War debate.

Main Thinkers

Daniel Bell.

Raymond Aron.
Seymour Martin Lipset.
Edward Shils.

Walt Whitman Rostow.

Main Claims

Mature industrial societies moved beyond grand ideological conflict.

Politics becoming technocratic/pragmatic.

Class divisions softened.

Welfare-state consensus blurred left-right differences.

Mass ideological movements declining.

Development, not ideology, increasingly shaping political systems.

Daniel Bell used “cunning of reason” for pragmatic displacement of ideology.

Lrities

Herbert Marcuse — thesis masked domination.
C. Wright Mills — ideology remained powerful among elites.
Louis Althusser — ideology cannot disappear; constitutive of social life.

Richard Titmuss and C. B. Macpherson — status quo defence; neglect of
structural inequality.

Later feminism, environmentalism, post-colonialism, identity politics disproved
the thesis.

Ideology remained embedded in power, inequality, capitalist order.

End of History

e Associated with Francis Fukuyama.

Main Claim

e Liberal demacracy as final stage of ideological evolution.
Fascism and communism discredited.

Cold War end seemed to validate liberal triumph.

Not end of events; endpoint of ideological evolution.

Context

e Collapse of Soviet Union.
e Spread of liberal democracy in Eastern Europe.
e Gulf War as sign of post-bipolar order.

Intellectual Basis

e Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel and Alexandre Kojéve.

e Freedom, rationality, recognition.

Lritics

Samuel P. Huntington — future conflict civilizational.

Slavoj Zizek — capitalism’s contradictions persist.

Robert Kagan — history cannot end; ambition and power conflict endure.

e Marxist/post-colonial critics — class inequality and Eurocentrism unresolved.

Contemporary Challenges

e Rizeaf China.

e Democratic recession/backsliding.

e |dentity politics, religion, nationalism.

e Climate crisis and technological disruption.

e Francis Fukuyama's thesis remains moment of liberal triumphalism, not settled
truth.
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Clash of Civilizations Conclusion
¢ Associated with Samuel P. Huntington. e Political ideologies indispensable: politics never free from disputes over power,
Main €laim justice, identity, order.

e Liberalism, socialism, Marxism, fascism, Gandhism, feminism, postmodernism,
multiculturalism, value pluralism emerged from different crises; all shape

Civilizations ldentified contemporary debates.
o Western, ¢ End of Ideology thesis did not end ideology; only changed terms of struggle.

¢ Central questions remain:

e Future conflict cultural/civilizational, not mainly ideological/economic.

e Canfucian/ Chinese.

nation or plurality;
reason or discourse;
o state pawer ar human dignity.
¢ Political ideologies remain a living field of theory, contestation, public action.

o Slavic-Orthodox.

e Latin American.

o lapanese, o freedom or equality;
o |slamic. o market or welfare;
e Hindu. o class oridentity;

o

o}

o African.

Main Themes

“West versus the rest”.
Cultural fault lines.

Role of core states.
Posl-8/11 revival of interesL.

\

Lrities

e Edward Said — Orientalist oversimplification.

e Amartya Sen — multiple identities, not one civilizational identity.

¢ Francis Fukuyama later reservations about civilizational determinism.
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