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Thinker Prepare these chapter areas first Areas from which 2026-2027 questions can be made Priority 

Plato Justice; ideal state; philosopher king; education; democracy; 

communism 

Justice as harmony; philosopher king; education and censorship; critique of 

democracy; Laws / second-best state 

High 

Aristotle Political animal; polis; citizenship; constitutions; polity; rule of law; 

justice 

Citizenship; best practicable state; rule of law; justice; property and family; 

revolution 

High 

Machiavelli Virtu and fortuna; morality and politics; The Prince; statecraft; fear 

and love; republicanism 

Virtu-fortuna; fox and lion; necessity; state preservation; republican liberty; 

corruption / militia 

Very High 

Hobbes Sovereignty; Leviathan; social contract; law; liberty; self-

preservation; religion and state 

Sovereignty and indivisibility; covenant; liberty under sovereign; law and authority; 

religion and state; representation 

High 

Locke Natural law; consent; limited government; legislature; property; law 

and liberty; toleration 

Consent; legislative supremacy; trust / fiduciary government; natural rights; 

toleration; limits on government 

Medium 
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How many times these thinkers 

were asked 
Clear asks only from official UPSC papers 

10 
Completed cycles 

Plato 
Aristotle 

Hobbes 
Locke 

14 
Clear asks 

5 
Thinkers 

2 
3 
2 
4 
4 

angle is less likely 

   

Aristotle - Broad politics already covered 

Machiavelli - Religion / secularism 

Hobbes - State of nature / state of war 
       

Which thinkers need first 

attention now 

Machiavelli 

Aristotle 

3 Plato 
 

Locke 
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[1] 

Q.1)  
Ans) d 
Exp) Option d is the correct answer 
Option a is correct: High labour demand in cities: Urban areas offer a wider range of employment opportunities across 
industries like manufacturing, construction, and services, attracting those seeking better livelihoods. This is one of the 
causes of rural to urban migration in India. 
Option b is correct: Unbalanced rural-urban development: Significant disparities in infrastructure, education, and 
healthcare between rural and urban areas push people to cities for a better quality of life. This is one of the causes of rural 
to urban migration in India. 
Option c is correct: Few jobs in rural areas: Reliance on agriculture, which can be seasonal and vulnerable, leads to a lack 
of stable employment opportunities in rural areas, forcing individuals to seek work elsewhere. This is one of the causes of 
rural to urban migration in India. 
Thus all of the options are correct and therefore answer is Option d i.e. All of the above. 
Source: BPSC PCS Pre 2024 
Subject:) Economy 
Topic:) India: Population and Urbanization  
Subtopic:) 
 
Q.2)  
Ans) a 
Exp) Option a is the correct answer. 
Fiscal consolidation describes government policy intended to reduce deficits and the accumulation of debt. Fiscal 
consolidation refers to policies aimed at reducing government deficits and debt accumulation by improving the balance 
between revenues and expenditures. 
It involves reducing the fiscal deficit, typically by cutting public expenditure, increasing revenues, or both. Reduction in 
food subsidy by the Government is a classic example of expenditure rationalization and directly contributes to reducing 
the fiscal deficit, thus aiding fiscal consolidation. 
Source: NCERT Class 12th Macroeconomics 
Subject:) Economy 
Topic:) Fiscal Policy and Revenue 
Subtopic:) 
 
Q.3)  
Ans) c 
Exp) Option c is the correct answer. 
Option a is incorrect. Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) is the share of a bank’s total deposit that is mandated by the Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI) to be maintained with the latter as reserves in the form of liquid cash. The percentage of cash required to be 
kept in reserves as against the bank's total deposits, is called the Cash Reserve Ratio. The cash reserve is either stored in 
the bank’s vault or is sent to the RBI. 
Option b is incorrect. At the time of high inflation, RBI increases the Cash Reserve Ratio, and the amount of money that 
is available with the banks reduces. This curb excess flow of money in the economy.   
When the government needs to pump funds into the system, it lowers the CRR rate, which in turn, helps the banks 
provide loans to a large number of businesses and industries for investment purposes. Lower CRR also boosts the growth 
rate of the economy. 
Option c is correct. Banks do not get any interest on the money that is with the RBI under the CRR requirements. 
Source: 
https://www.business-standard.com/about/what-is-cash-reserve-ratio 
Subject:) Economy 
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Detailed PYQ trend table 

This page shows what UPSC has already asked and what that means for the next one or two cycles 
 

Thinker What UPSC has already asked What this means for the next one or two cycles Priority 

Plato 2019 - critique of Platonic idealism 

2024 - theory of Forms 

Forms/idealism asked recently, so the same angle is less likely. Political Plato is still open. High 

Aristotle 2017 - inequality and revolution 

2019 - critique of Plato 

2021 - view of politics 

Broad politics has already been asked. Citizenship, polity, rule of law and justice still look 

open. 

High 

Machiavelli 2018 - religion and politics 

2020 - secularism 

Religion-secularism has already been used. Core statecraft themes are still open. Very High 

Hobbes 2016 - state of nature 

2017 - political obligation 

2022 - individualism in absolutism 

2023 - state of war 

State-of-nature themes have been asked a lot. Sovereignty, law, liberty and representation 

remain better bets. 

High 

Locke 2018 - liberalism 

2022 - social contract 

2024 - revolution 

2025 - constitutionalism, freedom, property 

Asked heavily in recent years, so the same property/revolution angle should not be over-

bet on. 

Medium 

 

 

 

Simple rule for students: if a theme has been asked very recently, revise it well but do not expect the same wording again. Look for the next nearby angle. 
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Exp) Option d is the correct answer 
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industries like manufacturing, construction, and services, attracting those seeking better livelihoods. This is one of the 
causes of rural to urban migration in India. 
Option b is correct: Unbalanced rural-urban development: Significant disparities in infrastructure, education, and 
healthcare between rural and urban areas push people to cities for a better quality of life. This is one of the causes of rural 
to urban migration in India. 
Option c is correct: Few jobs in rural areas: Reliance on agriculture, which can be seasonal and vulnerable, leads to a lack 
of stable employment opportunities in rural areas, forcing individuals to seek work elsewhere. This is one of the causes of 
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Exp) Option a is the correct answer. 
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Option b is incorrect. At the time of high inflation, RBI increases the Cash Reserve Ratio, and the amount of money that 
is available with the banks reduces. This curb excess flow of money in the economy.   
When the government needs to pump funds into the system, it lowers the CRR rate, which in turn, helps the banks 
provide loans to a large number of businesses and industries for investment purposes. Lower CRR also boosts the growth 
rate of the economy. 
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Option b is incorrect. At the time of high inflation, RBI increases the Cash Reserve Ratio, and the amount of money that 
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provide loans to a large number of businesses and industries for investment purposes. Lower CRR also boosts the growth 
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When the government needs to pump funds into the system, it lowers the CRR rate, which in turn, helps the banks 
provide loans to a large number of businesses and industries for investment purposes. Lower CRR also boosts the growth 
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Option c is correct. Banks do not get any interest on the money that is with the RBI under the CRR requirements. 
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Option c is correct: Few jobs in rural areas: Reliance on agriculture, which can be seasonal and vulnerable, leads to a lack 
of stable employment opportunities in rural areas, forcing individuals to seek work elsewhere. This is one of the causes of 
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kept in reserves as against the bank's total deposits, is called the Cash Reserve Ratio. The cash reserve is either stored in 
the bank’s vault or is sent to the RBI. 
Option b is incorrect. At the time of high inflation, RBI increases the Cash Reserve Ratio, and the amount of money that 
is available with the banks reduces. This curb excess flow of money in the economy.   
When the government needs to pump funds into the system, it lowers the CRR rate, which in turn, helps the banks 
provide loans to a large number of businesses and industries for investment purposes. Lower CRR also boosts the growth 
rate of the economy. 
Option c is correct. Banks do not get any interest on the money that is with the RBI under the CRR requirements. 
Source: 
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Option b is incorrect. At the time of high inflation, RBI increases the Cash Reserve Ratio, and the amount of money that 
is available with the banks reduces. This curb excess flow of money in the economy.   
When the government needs to pump funds into the system, it lowers the CRR rate, which in turn, helps the banks 
provide loans to a large number of businesses and industries for investment purposes. Lower CRR also boosts the growth 
rate of the economy. 
Option c is correct. Banks do not get any interest on the money that is with the RBI under the CRR requirements. 
Source: 
https://www.business-standard.com/about/what-is-cash-reserve-ratio 
Subject:) Economy 
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Q.1)  
Ans) d 
Exp) Option d is the correct answer 
Option a is correct: High labour demand in cities: Urban areas offer a wider range of employment opportunities across 
industries like manufacturing, construction, and services, attracting those seeking better livelihoods. This is one of the 
causes of rural to urban migration in India. 
Option b is correct: Unbalanced rural-urban development: Significant disparities in infrastructure, education, and 
healthcare between rural and urban areas push people to cities for a better quality of life. This is one of the causes of rural 
to urban migration in India. 
Option c is correct: Few jobs in rural areas: Reliance on agriculture, which can be seasonal and vulnerable, leads to a lack 
of stable employment opportunities in rural areas, forcing individuals to seek work elsewhere. This is one of the causes of 
rural to urban migration in India. 
Thus all of the options are correct and therefore answer is Option d i.e. All of the above. 
Source: BPSC PCS Pre 2024 
Subject:) Economy 
Topic:) India: Population and Urbanization  
Subtopic:) 
 
Q.2)  
Ans) a 
Exp) Option a is the correct answer. 
Fiscal consolidation describes government policy intended to reduce deficits and the accumulation of debt. Fiscal 
consolidation refers to policies aimed at reducing government deficits and debt accumulation by improving the balance 
between revenues and expenditures. 
It involves reducing the fiscal deficit, typically by cutting public expenditure, increasing revenues, or both. Reduction in 
food subsidy by the Government is a classic example of expenditure rationalization and directly contributes to reducing 
the fiscal deficit, thus aiding fiscal consolidation. 
Source: NCERT Class 12th Macroeconomics 
Subject:) Economy 
Topic:) Fiscal Policy and Revenue 
Subtopic:) 
 
Q.3)  
Ans) c 
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